Touchstone 3.2: Draft Your Essay
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What You Will Learn: Using your working thesis, outline, and annotated bibliography, draft a 6–8-page argumentative research essay on your chosen topic. In this Touchstone, you will use persuasive writing strategies and incorporate credible evidence to support your thesis.

Why It Matters: Completion of this assignment demonstrates core academic and professional writing skills, including research and argumentation. This process also deepens your knowledge and understanding of a specific topic and demonstrates your ability to shape an argument around evidence and logic.

What You Will Hand In: A drafted argumentative essay of 1,500–2,000 words, which includes both steps 1 and 2 below.

Keys to Success:
· Your essay is well structured with an introduction presenting your position, several paragraphs with supporting points and subpoints, and a conclusion.
· Your essay uses appropriate and credible sources effectively.
· Your writing is original and written by you.
· You answer the reflection questions completely and thoughtfully.
· Touchstones 2.1, 2.2, 3.2, and 4 must all be on the same topic.
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Instructions

Step 1: Draft Your Essay
Use your outline and annotated bibliography to guide your writing. As you write, you may need to adjust your plan, such as replacing one of your subpoints because the research leads you in a different direction. This is all part of the writing process.
Your draft should include at least seven paragraphs: An introduction, five body paragraphs (with at least one for the counterarguments and rebuttals), and a conclusion. Be sure to proofread for grammar, punctuation, and formatting errors.
Step 2: Reflection
Below your assignment, include answers to all of the following reflection questions.
· Provide one example of a place where you have used rhetorical appeals or source material to support your argument. How does this enhance your essay? (2–3 sentences)
· You will revise this draft for your final paper. Are there parts of your draft that you feel like you'd like specific feedback on, or have questions about? (3–4 sentences)

Step 3: Submit Your Essay
· Review the rubric to confirm that you have met all the requirements of the Touchstone. Once you are happy with it, you can submit it as a Microsoft Word (.doc or .docx) file. Your submission must include your name, the name of the course, the date, and the title of your assignment.
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Rubric
	 
	Advanced (100%)
	Proficient (85%)
	Acceptable (75%)
	Needs Improvement (50%)
	Non-Performance

	Thesis
The thesis clearly states a claim or position, is specific, arguable, and aligns with the purpose and content of the essay. (5%)
	The thesis is specific, arguable, clearly stated, and sets up the structure of the essay.
	The thesis is arguable and clearly stated, and presents a strong position, but could be more specific or more aligned to the structure of the essay.
	The thesis presents a general idea or position but may be vague, overly broad, or misaligned with the essay’s structure or argument.
	The thesis is present but unclear, fact-based, too narrow/broad, or not meaningfully aligned with the essay content.
	The thesis is missing, off-topic, or does not make an arguable claim.

	Argument
Develops a persuasive and well-supported argument. (35%)
	The argument is thoroughly developed with highly relevant and accurate analysis, including the use of rhetorical appeals and evidence. Topic sentences in each body paragraph make specific points or reasons that directly support the thesis statement. Includes a rebuttal which addresses at least one counterargument.
	The argument is well-developed with relevant and accurate details to support it, including the use of rhetorical appeals and evidence. Topic sentences could be more closely connected to the thesis, or are too broad or too narrow. Includes a rebuttal which addresses at least one counterargument.
	The argument is not fully developed; while supported by some relevant and accurate details, including rhetorical appeals and evidence, the argument is not very persuasive. Body paragraphs might be off-topic or contain too many points in one paragraph. Counterargument is missing or does not include a rebuttal of the counterargument.
	The argument is poorly developed with irrelevant or inaccurate details that frequently distract from the argument; there is little evidence of the use of rhetorical appeals and/or evidence. Topic sentences are unclear, and counterargument is not present.
	The argument is not developed, and/or the composition is not argumentative; details are all inaccurate/unverifiable, irrelevant, and distract from the argument OR are not supported with evidence.

	Source Integration
Integrates credible source material appropriately and effectively. (15%)
	Introduces 5–7 credible sources smoothly and effectively through direct quotation, paraphrase, or summary.
	Mostly introduces 5–7 credible sources effectively through direct quotation, paraphrase, or summary.
	Introduces some sources effectively through direct quotation, paraphrase, or summary, but more variety could be used and/or 1–2 sources are not credible.
	Relies too heavily on one method of source integration (direct quotation, paraphrase, or summary); does not thoughtfully apply source integration techniques and/or 3–4 sources are not credible.
	Shows no attempt to integrate source material into the composition or relies on quoted source material for over half of the composition, and/or no sources are credible.

	Organization
Design a cohesive organization and structure. (15%)
	Includes all of the required components of an argumentative research paper (a complete introduction, an adequate number of body paragraphs, a body paragraph addressing counterargument(s), and a conclusion that reinforces the thesis and summarizes the main points). Sequences ideas and paragraphs logically and uses smooth transitions (within and between paragraphs) such that the reader can easily follow the progression of ideas.
	Includes most of the required components of an argumentative research paper (a complete introduction, an adequate number of body paragraphs, a body paragraph addressing counterargument(s), and a conclusion that reinforces the thesis and summarizes the main points). Sequences ideas and paragraphs logically and uses transitions (within and between paragraphs) such that the reader can easily follow the progression of ideas.
	Includes nearly all of the required components of an argumentative research paper; however, 1–2 components are missing. Mostly sequences ideas and paragraphs logically and uses some transitions (within and between paragraphs) such that the reader can generally follow the progression of ideas.
	Includes most of the required components of an argumentative research paper but is lacking two or more components; sequences ideas and paragraphs such that the connections between ideas (within and between paragraphs) are sometimes unclear and the reader may have difficulty following the progression of the argument.
	Lacks several or all of the components of an argumentative research paper; sequences ideas and paragraphs such that the connections between ideas (within and between paragraphs) are often unclear and the reader has difficulty following the progression of the argument.

	Style
Establishes a consistent, informative tone and makes thoughtful stylistic choices. (10%)
	Demonstrates thoughtful and effective word choices, avoids redundancy and imprecise language, and uses a wide variety of sentence structures.
	Demonstrates effective word choices, primarily avoids redundancy and imprecise language, and uses a variety of sentence structures.
	Demonstrates generally effective style choices but may include occasional redundancies, imprecise language, poor word choices, and/or repetitive sentence structures.
	Frequently includes poor word choices, redundancies, imprecise language, and/or repetitive sentence structures.
	Consistently demonstrates poor word choices, redundancies, imprecise language, and/or repetitive sentence structures.

	Conventions and Proofreading
Demonstrate command of standard English grammar, punctuation, spelling, capitalization, and usage. (10%)
	There are few, if any, negligible errors in grammar, punctuation, spelling, capitalization, formatting, and usage.
	There are occasional minor errors in grammar, punctuation, spelling, capitalization, formatting, and usage.
	There are some significant errors in grammar, punctuation, spelling, capitalization, formatting, and usage.
	There are frequent significant errors in grammar, punctuation, spelling, capitalization, formatting, and usage.
	There are consistent significant errors in grammar, punctuation, spelling, capitalization, formatting, and usage.

	APA Formatting
Accurate and consistent APA formatting, including in-text citations and References page. (5%)
	All sources are cited in-text and listed in a correctly formatted References page. APA style is consistently and accurately applied with no noticeable errors.
	Most sources are cited correctly with few minor APA formatting errors in in-text citations or the References page.
	Some APA guidelines are followed, but there are multiple formatting errors or missing citations.
	APA formatting is inconsistently applied with significant errors or missing citations/references.
	APA format is not used. Citations and references are missing or unusable.

	Reflection
Answers reflection questions thoroughly and thoughtfully. (5%)
	Demonstrates thoughtful reflection; consistently includes specific and concrete examples that provide thoughtful insight, following or exceeding response length guidelines.
	Demonstrates thoughtful reflection; includes multiple specific and concrete examples that provide thoughtful insight, following response length guidelines.
	Primarily demonstrates thoughtful reflection, but some responses are lacking in detail or insight; primarily follows response length guidelines.
	Shows limited reflection; the majority of responses are lacking in detail or insight, with some questions left unanswered or falling short of response length guidelines.
	No reflection responses are present.



